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Randy Sandoli is a pianist, composer and arranger from Stockton California. 

Randy’s gateway into music and improvisation was through the blues and boogie 

woogie piano playing of his father, Tim Sandoli. “When I began to show interest at 

the piano, my Dad put me in classical lessons, primarily to learn to read,” says 

Randy. While still young, Randy was exposed to a plethora of great popular music 

as well, from artists such as Aretha Franklin, Stevie Ray Vaughn, Bob Marley and 

James Taylor. Jazz did not enter his life in a major way until high school when 

Randy ‘discovered’ Herbie Hancock through the US3 recording of the Hancock 

standard ‘Cantaloupe Islands.’ By the end of high school, Randy was learning jazz 

standards, writing originals, and playing professionally several nights a week on 

piano and upright bass. 

After high school, Randy studied music at Pacific’s Conservatory of Music and at 

Sacramento State’s School of Music where he received his bachelor’s and master’s 

degrees respectively. It was during these formative years that Randy was blessed 

with two strong mentors: Patrick Langham, saxophonist and Director of Jazz 

Studies at the University of the Pacific, and Dumisani Washington, founder of The 

Hebrew Project Recording Artists, The Zion Academy of Music and The 

Congregation of Zion. It was also at this time that the music of Chick Corea, 

Robert Glasper and Avishai Cohen  made their impression on Randy and helped 

shape his current direction in music. 

While leading his own bands and performing with others, Randy maintains a 

full-time teaching schedule at Pacific’s Conservatory of Music where he is excited 



and honored to help mentor younger jazz musicians. This includes the 

award-winning Pacific Jazz Ambassadors who travel nationally and internationally 

representing California’s Central Valley and the art of jazz.  

With this full schedule Randy has recently managed to record and release his 2nd 

album as a leader. His new project, entitled Simcha (Hebrew for "Joy"), includes 

trio, quartet, quintet and sextet arrangements of Randy's original instrumental 

music and also features Randy’s singing on one track. “My goal with singing is to 

continue to develop my voice as a means of expression alongside my instrumental 

expression on the piano,” explains Randy. 

Simcha will be heard on terrestrial and Internet radio stations internationally and 

available to preview and at all your major internet retail locations. 


